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The rally opened with brilliant sunshine and a big welcome from rally officers Keith & Jeanette Seabright
and their able assistants Mick & Joan Puffett. We were soon placed on a very generous pitch in quite a
large field. As the rally opened early it gave everybody a chance to enjoy a fabulous day of sunshine and
the opportunity to purchase cheap advance tickets for Saturdays agricultural show.

Twenty two vans had booked in but two cancelled. Of the twenty attending, ten were Gloucester
members the remainder were visitors.

Saturday the weather had changed but remained dry allowing most ralliers to attend the agricultural show
which as usual was huge with a wide variety of exhibits and activities there was everything from cattle
sheep and goats etc to horse riding and old tractors. There were things going on everywhere. Later some
of us found time to do the "Town walk quiz."

In the evening we attended the cheese and cider get together held in the improvised shelter arranged by
the rally officers. All enjoyed the supper with tons of food and booze. This was followed by card bingo, a
game new to some with major money prizes. All ralliers attended and had a good time, great atmosphere.

Sunday started rainy but soon cleared although still overcast. All attended Flag led by Di Kalus and rally
officers, with tea and biscuits and a raffle. Sadly a number of vans departed today for work and school on
Monday.

Monday at 11.00 am we enjoyed a round the town walk led by Mick Puffett. then a few more departures,
but at 5.00 pm quite a crowd gathered for the Boules competition, won by a visitor. Great fun even if the
couchon disappeared in the grass in spite of Keith's earlier efforts with his strimmer.

Tuesday, our final day, a wet morning but a chance to visit the local market before departure.

Thank you all for a great rally, Jenny and Brian Betts
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We arrived to a warm welcome from our rally officers, the sun was shinning. We met our neighbours
Terry Holder and Stuart Kirkam setting up their vans waiting to pick their wives up from work.

At 8 o clock the 5 juniors had their draw, at 8.30 the team captains meeting, Bert - Upper Thames, Brian
- Berkshire, John Gloucestershire, no Wiltshire captain only two fishing members arrived. At the meeting
it was agreed Phil would fish for Berkshire and Tony would fish for Gloucestershire, the draw for the
seniors was at 9 o clock.



Fishing started at 7.00 am, it was just getting light, we were able to drive to our pegs as it had started
raining, but it didn't last long. All in was called, you could hear some anglers casting into bushes and
trees, me included, not a very good start! Our wives brought us Tea, Coffee and sandwiches.

Fishing was a bit slow for half the field, I fished peg 29, I landed a carp and lost another, Peg 30 Mark
from Upper Thames kept pulling in fish. The final whistle was blown and Dave Grover the scalesman
weighed the fish, Peg 1 was leading the field until the very last, peg 30 eventually turned out to be the
winner with a weight of 31lb-2oz.

The juniors started at 2.45 for a two hour match, four out of five juniors caught fish, I witnessed Josh
Holder catch and play a carp on the pole 11lb-4oz, which took  twenty five minutes to land, well done I
bet his arms were aching. Captains met to work out the results then we had a get together under a
canopy, the rally officers cooked us hot dogs with onions and Dave and Ian Grover from the Berkshire
centre cooked pancakes, they were delicious, a big thank you to all involved. After about forty five
minutes the heavens opened those outside came inside. Early start again on Sunday, 7.00 am. Again
the ladies brought sandwiches and drinks, 12 o clock soon came and then the weigh in, we won the
match on pegs 29 and 30.

Flag was taken by Di Kalus, thanking the rally officers and presenting the prizes, First team  Upper
Thames, second Gloucestershire, Third Berkshire. Individual winner was Mark Stimson, Upper Thames,
second Steve Moulds Berkshire, Third Terry Holder Gloucestershire. Junior team winner was
Gloucestershire, and the overall junior winner being Josh Holder. Pairs winners were Phil Sambrook
and Tony Ranger, Wiltshire, second John and Mark Harris Glos and third Pete and John Hurst Upper
Thames.

This was a friendly event, well done to everybody involved, thanks to the rally officers for all their hard
work.             

Tony Ranger (Wiltshire Centre)

We arrived on Friday night in the dark to be greeted by Jem and
Steve flashing at us.!! (I didn't realise how close the river was till the
next morning !! ) I had also been to work so we were a bit later than
usual. We had brought our Grandaughter Amelia with us on her first
caravan rally as well. 
We woke up Saturday morning to lovely sunshine and enjoyed
watching the Geese take off on the river. Saturday morning was
free and easy so we went for a walk around Ross on Wye and did a
bit of shopping. In the afternoon there were games on the field for
the children which were part of the Flo & Lionel Rust Shield. It was
nice to see so many children on a rally. Also taking place in the
afternoon was the Harvest Window competition, and this was won
by Brenda Pellatt. On Saturday evening we had a social in the
awnings of the Rally officers, they provided us with a feast of
rolls,crisps and cakes. We then played a few games of card bingo..-
which i won for once !!! 

Sunday morning was another nice sunny day and it was nice just to sit, relax and watch the canoeists
going up and down the Wye. 

All in all it was a very enjoyable weekend, we would like to give our thanks to Di, Steve, Jem and Marie for
another FAB rally.

Nicky Watkins
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September 23rd - 25th

Rally Officers: Di & Steve Kalus, Jem & Marie Wilding
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October 14th - 18th

Rally Officers: Dave & Sue Fitch, Adrian & Rosie Wo rrall

Weather mostly sunny with cool breeze

Thirty Nine vans at Lacock
all parked up in the sun.

We could even use 'facilities',
oh what a lot of fun!!

Friday was 'free and easy',
with time for tea and a chat

or places, local, to visit,
but in sunshine some just sat.

Saturday evening we went to the pub.
A singsong and quiz we had,

but before all of that jollity,
we sat down to a plate of good grub.

On Sunday, flag well attended
was blessed with even more sun.

A raffle,competitions and beverages,
sweets for kids,news for adults, were done.

Rally closed on Tuesday 
and all our thanks goes

to David and sue, Adrian and Rose.

Jean Turl
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October 21st - 23rd

Rally Officers: Brenda & Malcolm Pellatt, Stephanie & Paul King

We arrived on Friday, the weather good, on our way
to the Dockers Club we passed over an old cast iron
bridge, through the dockyard past warehouses and
industrial architecture to the rally field at the foot of
the impressive Victorian Dockers Club.

On Saturday morning we looked down the river
admiring the view of the Severn Bridge and at night
we all went into the club for a game of skittles and a
supper of sausages, chips and bread & butter which
we all enjoyed. The inside of the club was a eye
opener, large high ceilings with a Victorian
atmosphere, old black & white photographs  of old
ships, nostalgic bridges over the river long gone and
forgotten.

Sunday some of us ralliers had a nice roast lunch in the club and then it was time to make our way
home, the rally was a very nice venue, thank you to the rally officers.

Maureen and Roland Woodward



Haw Bridge Inn, Turley
                         October 28th - 30th

Rally Officers: John and Claire Medus

I have no report from
Haw Bridge, everyone
having far too good a
time,Have to book
early for 2012

We arrived on Friday evening in heavy rain and dwindling light and
wondered why we weren’t at home tucked up with a hot toddy by
the fireside!  Then we remembered – we are hardened caravann-
ers who don’t let the cold damp and dark nights put us off. 
Saturday dawned bright with sunshine (not for too long) but mana-
ged to stay dry all day. We were unable to go on the bike ride –
due to the fact that Steve misread the handbook and we didn’t
bring our bikes. Never mind – we did some retail therapy in
Cinderford (what a quaint old town) whilst the fit (or foolhardy)
followed Graham and Ann into the Forest.
Jem and Marie joined the enthusiastic throng of cyclists and

reported back that they had a great time. Apparently Graham had
arranged the viewing of Bambi and his family to everyone’s delight. The group met together at one of the
lakes where they had coffee and a chat before the long ride back to the site. Mason Boorman deserved a
medal for his gargantuan effort cycling most  if not all the way – and he is only 5 years old! The only thing
to spoil the ride for Jem was a puncture on the way back. 
Saturday afternoon saw the Guy Fawkes competition and in the evening we were treated  to a splendid
Firework Display on the Speech House field courtesy of the Lions. This was followed by hot dogs and
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November 4th - 6th

Rally Officers:Graham & Ann Bevan, Mike & Anne Davi s



coffee back at the site
Sunday morning found many of us back in the woods, young
and not so young, on a very pleasant walk ending at the cafe in
Beechenhurst. 

Another great weekend courtesy of Ann , Graham, Anne and
Mike. Thank you all. 

Di & Steve Kalus
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(South West Region Annual General Meeting)

November 10th - 14th  
Rally Officers: Mike & Anne Davis, Graham & Ann Bev an

A super weekend organised by these expert Rally Officers. Just over a hundred vans with most of the
South West Region represented, one brave soul came to represent the Isle of Wight!

We arrived on Thursday just after noon and found ourselves in a queue wating to book in, it soon moved
along and we were settled on our pitch, kettle on we had arrived. On opening our envelope we were
greatly surprised by the plaque, it was beautiful, the best we have ever received in our 44 years rallying
with nearly 1200 rallies under our belt. - a blue rosette (naturally the best) with every S W Centre around
the ruffle and the host centre in the middle. A really first class plaque CONGRATULATIONS to the
Gloucestershire Centre for this design.

All the facilities at Hoburne were at our disposal - electric hook-ups, toilet/shower blocks, bar facilities on
all days, basket meals to order on Saturday evening, Carvery at Sunday Lunchtime again to order. The
Swimming pool was open during the day with Ray agreeing it was a better slide than Bashley.

The S W Region Annual General Meeting was held Saturday afternoon. Mr Martin Cullimore was voted
in as Chairman in what we were told was a very close run election with Mrs Sue Southwell. All other
positions were unopposed so all were duly elected. Mr Glynn Ball (Wiltshire) - Vice Chairman,  Mr Bob
Cooper (East Dorset) - Treasurer, Mr Christopher Palmer (Somerset) - Secretary.

The meeting had no contentious items and moved swiftly on to the presentations to the outgoing
Chairman - Mr Tony Weston and his wife and the Tellers. The raffle held at the meeting in aid of the Air
Ambulance was well supported.

Saturday evening Social with vocalist and musician Rich Holland was also well attended and enjoyed by
all. A wide range of music was supplied by this very talented man.



Flag on Sunday morning was held at 10.45 a.m. so that we could all join the Nations two minute silence
to remember those who have given their lives for their country.

The results of the children's competition to make a picture from whatever media they liked had three
worthy winners, (sorry kids I don't know your names) and adult competition were announced the adults
being won by Caravan Club representative Mrs Jan Moore and her husband. Gloucesters new "Half &
Half" competition, Half the takings going to the winner and half going to the Centre Charity was won by
by Mr Doug Haddrell (Wiltshire). A very full raffle the followed with someone or two from every centre
going away with a prize.

For vans who wished you could stay until Monday, the Rally Officers again came up trumps with a quiz in
the Clubhouse. 13 teams of at least six per team plus a team of bar staff enjoyed the evening. 

Rallies today are not usually as large as this rally, well done to the Rally Officers for your orgaisation and
hard work.

Jose Kirk, Past Chairman, Wiltshire Centre

BROADWAY CARAVAN CLUB SITE
November 18th - 20th

Rally Officers; Jeanette & Keith Seabright, Dawn & Andrew Seymour
Weather very good for the time of year.

Out of the 35 pitches allocated 34 vans arrived on the
Friday, unfortunately 1 had to cancel at the last minute due
to illness.

Saturday morning children and teenagers all gathered in
the R.O`s awning, 13 altogether, to make Christmas tree
decorations under the supervision of Jeanette and Dawn
which were then taken to the wardens office for judging, not
an easy task I might add as they were all very good, a 1st
and 2nd prize was given to all 4 groups. 

Saturday evening around 5.30 again saw our wardens busy
judging, this time the illuminated Autumn window competit-
ion of which there were 8 entries, the winner being Pam and
Dave Brown and runner up Dave and Michelle Bassett, this
was then followed by a get together on site with cheese and
wine and lots of natter.

Sunday morning coffee and biscuits were served followed
by flag and a very good raffle.

Next year this rally will be on November 23rd-25th, the
window competition will be a Christmas scene. As a result
from the flyers that were put in the rally envelopes this year,
it appears that most prefer a get together on site, mainly due
to extra cost and also dangers of drink driving if a social was
in a hall.

Watch the web site for final decision.

Look forward to seeing you in 2012

Your R.O`s. J&K, D&A.



After a pleasant trip down the M5 we arrived at the Exmoor House Caravan Club site.

We received a very warm welcome from the affable Barrie Blackmore, who was waiting by the gate, and
the club site wardens when booking in.

After being shown to our pitch we soon set up the van and had time to look at the river Exe flowing
directly behind us. In it was a team of men from the local fire and rescue services practising recovering
people from the rapids! Did they know something we didn't, after all, heavy rain was forecast. 

The site at Dulverton is very well laid out and although confined, each pitch was quite generous and not
over looked, however, we had the feeling of being on a very beautiful commercial site and not quite on a
rally, or is it just us?

This was a 5 day rally with 19 vans in attendance. I'm sorry to say that Joy and Cyril Fitch could not
come owing to Joy recently having a bad fall, sustaining a badly bruised knee and leg. We hope you get
better soon Joy.

The main attraction for the rally was the candle lit attractions of Dunster, just outside of Minehead, on the
Friday and Saturday nights. The houses, shops and local hostelries were all decorated and lit by
candles. In the streets were choirs singing, instrumentalists and other street entertainers. With a glass of
mulled wine in our hands it made for a very nice evening despite the cold and rain! 

On Sunday morning of course we had flag and this definitely felt a bit more like a rally, speaking to old
friends and some new ralliers, I'm sure you get the picture. 

Dulverton itself had a similar event to Dunster  on Sunday afternoon with lots of attractions, finalising
with a good firework display over the town. We had grandstand view from the comfort of our own lovely
warm van.

We regretfully had to make our way home on the Monday although the rally was to close on Tuesday.

Many thanks to Barrie, June and Dave & Sue Finch for an interesting rally.
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December 1st - 6th
Rally Officers: Barrie & June Blackmore, Dave & Sue  Finch

CAROL  SERVICE

Thanks  to  everyone  who  took  part  in  this  years   Carol
Service  at  St  Barnabas  Church  at  Tuffley  Gloucester.
The   Vicar :  John  White,  Organist  Margaret  King. 
Readers  :  Paul  King,  Louise  Boorman,  Pam  Brown,  Paul
Werton,  Joy  Fitch,  Joan  Lockyer,  Jenny  Hill,  Di  Kalus,
Russ  Boorman,  Our  Webmaster :  Malcolm  Pellatt  for
producing  the  order  of  service sheets. And  a  very  special
thank  you  to  Jenny  Hill  and  her  catering  staff  for  an
excellent  meal  before  the  service  at  Dowty  club.

The  service  went  very  well,  until  the  Angel  Gabriel !!!!
gave  us  concern,  however we  will  rectify  this  for  next
year,  we  also  had  a  very  good  number  of  children
attending  this  year  it  we  proposed  we  may  well  do
something  including  them  next  year.  Next  years  service
will  be  on  the  16th  December  a  little  later  than  usual. 
Well  done  everyone  and  thanks  for  your  support.

Paul  (Chairman)

Home needed for a nearly
new NR Awning 

(838-869 cm) 15 ft.

Contact: John Robertson 

on 01386 446898 

or 07771 663353.

A donation to the Centre
Charity fund would be

appriciated.


