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The Gloucestershire Centre Newsletter
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Hunters Inn

Buckbury, near Tewkesbury
August 20th - 22nd
Rally Officers:- Paul and Stephanie King

John and Claire Medus

Apologies for this late report

Weather - Warm and windy with isolated showers.

Arriving at the rally field on Friday afternoon we were greeted by a well laid out rally everything in its place grass
recently mown. We were informed of the location of the utilities and we quickly noticed that the pub was within
stumbling distance. Coffee and biscuits at 7pm where the rally officers got people socialising. Early morning
rain on Saturday gave way to warm sunshine and the opportunity to explore the area, Tewkesbury and Ledbury
being close by. Entertainment on Saturday evening with a singer was enjoyed by all. Beer and birthday cake for
Roland's 60th were consumed in equal quantities. Some even managed wedding cake from the wedding that
was going on in the marquee at the rear of the pub. Certain
rallyers managed an impromptu session on a bouncy castle with
two of our esteemed committee members also spotted having a
go .The evening ended whenever and no one really cared such a
good time was had. Sunday saw a leisurely start, blue sky and
sunshine took us to Flag at 12 special thanks went to Bob the
pub landlord who went out of his way to make us welcome. The
quality of the Sunday lunch in the pub after flag put the final
flourish into an outstanding week-end,well done those hard
working rally officers yet again.

Report by John Chenery

Cotswold Hoburne The big kid in me was soon tired though the
October 15th - 17th boys seemed like they could have carried on

) _ _ for hours.
Rally Officers:- Nicky & Mervyn Watkins . .
Bev & Brian Duffy In the afternoon we visited the nearby shopping

outlet centre which was surprisingly painless. It

was nice to see the original architecture of the
railway sheds and after a few hours and with
the wallet sufficiently lightened we headed
back to the site. Sadly we’d missed the games
laid on by the RO’s though it sounded good
fun.

The evening was spent in the campsite bar with
good value ‘pub grub’ the order of the day.

Weather: Classic autumnal weather

I'd been looking forward to this weekend for a
while as we’ve not been able to rally for a few
weeks now. | arrived on site in daylight (which
always helps when you’ve not been to a site
before) and was shown to my pitch by the ever
helpful Merv. He even helped me get the van
straight. It was getting dark and starting to

drizzle by the time I'd finished and it was time Sunday morning | woke to the sight of frost
for dinner. The evening was spent catching up outside but the sun was shining once more.
with friends over a quiet beer or two. Time for another quick swim before breakfast

and ‘flag’. All too soon the rally was over and it

Saturday morning we woke to beautiful _ _ _
was time to start packing up. A really enjoyable

sunshine and after a hearty BBQ breakfast it
was time for our first swim. (Un)fortunately the rally helped seamlessly along by our Rally
outdoor swimming pool was closed which Officers.

meant it was the indoor pool and slides for us. Report by Gareth Bowen




As the presentation to Mr John Szarkowas inadvertently ommited at the Annual General Meeting on
Sunday 10th 2010, below is a copy of the letter sent by the Chairman to John Szarko

Dear John,

Enclosed is a small gift from the Gloucestershire Centre to show our appreciation for all you have done in the
past in setting up a website and keeping it going for so many years, until the time came for a new website to be taken
over by one of our committee members.

I was hoping that you would be at the AGM last Sunday so that | could give you the gift personally, but as you
were not there please accept this gift as a good will gesture and | would like you to know that all the committee's present
and past appreciate the time and effort you put in.

| hope that you and your family are well and hope to see you on the rally field in the future, thanking you once
again for all your hard work.

Yours Faithfully, Mike Davis. Chairman
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Halloween rally (WOOOQO) came my children's voices from the back of the
Range Rover as we crossed the bridge and turned into the Hawbridge inn
site just after lunch time on Friday to a very warm welcome from John and
Claire.

The site was firm and level and well maintained with a good children's
playground which was all enclosed by a picket fence.

Out of the 10 vans booked 10 arrived, and | can see why with such a
fantastic setting with the Hawbridge inn nestled beside the bridge and the
river Severn.

MOLLOWEEN S0

After having a good old chin wag with John and Claire, who by now we felt
we had known for years as they are such a genuine warm couple, we took
the kids on a long walk down the river bank but found no bats or vampires,

not even an old witch and after a bit of exploring we headed back to site
and met up with all the other club members at John and Claire's for tea,
coffee or a pint of blood.

Saturday started with fine weather, we all carved our pumpkins and
decorated the caravans as we were all hoping to win the pumpkin carving
competition. As the light of the day subsided and the Ghouls and Ghost's
came out to play so did all the clubs little monsters as they trick and
treated around all the caravans in their splendid costumes and when their
tubs where full and all their tricks played, we all headed to John and
Claire's for apple bobbing , flour bobbing for sweets and doughnut wrestl-
ing on a washing line! .

After the results of John and Claire's fancy dress competition we all
headed to the Hawbride inn for what turned out to be a fantastic Hallow-
een disco we all blended in with the locals as everyone in the pub was
dressed up including the bar staff and face painting was free, | don't think
you could have fitted another person in and a late night was had by all.

Sundays start was a little slower for some, myself included as we shared
our tales from the fantastic evening before. Flag was at noon where the
results of the competitions, including Robs Halloween history quiz , raffle
and pumpkin carving, the day was drawing in and we were all reluctant to
go, some stayed for a big carvery at the Haw bridge inn as we did but the
end came and we all had to wave good by till next time.

A big thanks to the rally officers for there fun packed and fantastic week-
end, me and my family shed a few tears as we left as we did not want the
weekend to end but we are already looking forward to next years Hallow-
een rally.

Report by / Paul Wherton.

AT THE HAWBRIDGE

CHILDRENS PARTY 2pm- 4 p~ |
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Weather: No snow

Rally Report:

We two retired people and a dog arrived at the site in a
shower; just enough to make the field slightly greasy, then
the phone rang — more later.

The Peak District was much better than we remembered. We
had some beautiful sunny days on which the wonderful
autumn colours seemed more vibrant than usual, using quiet
B roads we had time to drive around taking in the spectacular
scenery - rocky crags, quiet lakes and rolling dales. We didn't
go to Alton Towers, although | know that many of the families
did. We enjoyed the many footpaths and dog friendly pubs.

Many thanks to John and Graham for retrieving our very light
weight awning which “took off” when we were out.

Will we go again? Yes! but not next year — that's where the
phone call comes in. As my husband was concentrating on
not chewing up the grass | received a call from our Estate
Agents with an offer on our house. So we are on the move
again!

Pam and lan Marr




Eyam Village
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