TOWBALL

The Gloucestershire Centre Newsletter

January 2011

$% & ()& )&

# $
! %% &&

&* (&) )& ey




&%% -

Articles to interest your fellow Gloucestershire Centre members.

Why not share your experiences with your friends, make
this magazine something other than just rally reports.

Any articles or pics to:- m.pellatt@blueyonder.co.uk




TH E JOYS ”OF,:WINTER RALLYI]\I’G
by ,John Medus

looking forward to Easter ?7??
join us at Caen locks Devizes

Having just returned from our third Christmas rally with the
East Dorset Centre at Ibsley in the heart of the beautiful New
Forest where temperatures dropped to —12F over night and
never really got much above —3F during the day, it made me
realise just how wonderful winter rallying can be. With cry’s of
“shock n horror” coming from friends and family that are both
caravaner’s and non caravaner’s, at the thought that only the
insane would even consider towing, let alone staying in their
caravan during this last cold spell, got me thinking about just
how much these people are not only missing out on such a
great hobby but also, such wonderful times with great friends
and fantastic company in some of the most beautiful parts of
our country.

For winter rallying yes, you do have to be a bit more prepared
than normal, 0.k a lot more prepared to go touring in the winter
particularly when the forecast is predicting the sort of
temperatures we have just encountered over the last
Christmas period, but modern caravans really do cope very
well in the cold. So here are my tips to make winter caravann-
ing easier. Firstly gas has to be your first consideration as
everything else evolves around it. Remember Propane will
freeze but at a much, much lower temperature than Butane,
the bigger the bottle of gas, the cheaper it becomes to buy, |
hear you shout “I can only fit a 9kg in my front locker”. * Well,
why put it in your locker when with a longer gas hose you can
keep the bottle outside the van so why not use a 19kg bottle?
If your van has an on board water tank use your aqua roll to fill
it and put the empty aqua roll and pump in your vehicle.
Parallel wire two leisure batteries together, making sure you
use two 40amp fuses, one on each battery and good quality
thick cable/wire to join them, that way you will double the
amount of amp hours you have available. Try to keep your
waste water container empty to prevent it from freezing and
lastly make sure your ventilation holes in the floor of your van
are kept clear.

We have just had our best ever Christmas yet with the East
Dorset centre, meeting up with many old & new friends, where
the food was first class and the party never seemed to end.
The New Year rally also with the EDCC at Bournemouth can
only best be described in one word as FANTASTIC! But
remember, our centre also rallies all year round visiting some
lovely Cotswold towns and villages as well, so come on and
get those vans out and give it a go, it really is cosy, great fun
this time of the year and you will be helping to support those
hard working rally officers who after all,,, give up their time and
do it all for nothing.

* | Don't know if this is allowed now, please check

The flight of 29 locks were engineer John Rennie's
solution to climbing the very steep hill in Devizes, and
were the last part of the 87 mile route of the Kennet and
Avon canal to be completed.

Because of the steepness of the terrain there was not the
space to use the normal arrangement of water pounds
between the locks. As a result, 16 of the locks utilise
unusually large side ponds to store the water needed to
operate.

Boaters and walkers alike can recover from the exertions
of climbing the flight at the Caen Hill Cafe, delightfully
situated at the top of the locks.

Situated in the heart of the Wiltshire countryside, Devizes
is an historic market town with a colourful medieval past.
The town enjoys a rich heritage of fine Georgian houses
and a 19th century castle built on the site of a Norman
stronghold.

Devizes has boasted a castle for a thousand years,
although the present building is of a more recent period
and is privately owned. During the Middle Ages it was the
scene of siege and bloodshed as Queen Matilda fought to
keep her English crown.

Wadworth's celebrated
brewery remains in its
original town location and
their brewer's dray drawn
by mighty Shire Horses is
a regular and much-loved
sight on the streets. The
brewery has recently
opened a tourist centre
and tours of the site are also offered.
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Rally Officers: Mike & Anne Davis, Graham & Ann Bevan

Weather: No snow!

After the unprecedented amount of snow which had fallen just before
Christmas | was wondering whether this rally would be happening but was
pleased to hear we had the ‘green light. We arrived mid-morning on
Thursday 30™ to find a few ‘vans already on site and we were shown to our
place with customary efficiency. A warm cup of coffee provided by a
neighbour helped me as | set everything up and then it was time to relax.
The afternoon was spent relaxing as other vans arrived and were shown to
their pitches. It was nice to see so many visitors from other centres
choosing to join us for the celebrations. Darkness was soon upon us and it
was time for the social and some dinner. The food was, as ever, excellent
with plenty to go around. The evening seemed to pass by very quickly with
a quiz, games and dancing.

Friday morning was a very leisurely affair and we just managed to
finish breakfast and join everyone for a coffee in the village hall before
midday after which we went for a walk exploring some of the lovely
countryside surrounding the village. On arrival back at the site we
thought a rest was in order to re-charge the batteries before the
evening social. More food and lots of it provided the energy to see us
through the fun, games and dancing to midnight with excellent live
music provided by Rich (?).

After all the exertions of the night before, New Year's day started quite
slowly and soon it was time to head off for lunch at a local pub.
Afternoon tea was accompanied by dancing in the village hall. We
managed to find a little time to relax before the evening ‘wind-down’
social with lovely food and some very interesting games — it's amazing
what can be done with a cricket stump, a roll of toilet paper and a little
imagination! The games continued well into the evening with fun
being had by all.

Sunday saw everyone pack up and head off home. Ours was only a
short journey but it provided time to reflect on a fantastic rally eating
lovely food whilst having time to laugh and have fun with friends. It's
what caravanning is all about and what a superb way to wave goodbye
to 2010 and welcome in 2011. Gareth Bowen & Family

Not liking it too much | hope! singing for her supper?

'Hope they open up the toilet soon




. . Unfortunately | must point out a
Snow puts paid to "Children's Treat" couple of important errors in the

" Gloucestershire Getaways"

Due to the snow and ice in December, the planned handbook this year.

"Children's treat" unfortunately had to be abandoned. As 1. The Boadway Club Site rally,
it is impractical to arrange an alternative for the 2010 November 18th - 20th, the charge
season, vouchers will be given out instead. Lets hope should read Charge Per Night not weekend charge.
we have better luck in the coming season. In the And 2. Th? National follow on rally at Goz_;uhland

. . . only lasts five days, as | am sure you realise. Sorry
meantime | am sure the vouchers will be appreciated for these errors (plus anymore you may find - | will

and you will agree this is the best alternative. try and do better next year!
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The Panto Rally this year turned out to be a winner (Oh yes it did), unlike last year,
the snow held off. While | have had no report of the rally, | have heard many good
things about the Panto it's self.

This was sent to me by June Ryland :-

This year was the twenty first Pantomime at the Theatre Royal Bath & we all sit near
the front in the stalls. The Dame of the Panto reads out Birthday wishes etc. & we
always try to get the caravan centre mentioned. This results in various jibes about
caravans on the road and we try and give as good as we get. This year was no
exception.

When we arrived home there was a note to me which read "Just a note to thank you
for your continued support at the Panto, what a lovely day it turned out to be you're

great, happy days to all of you. Chris Harris (Widow Twankey pictured left)



