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It's twenty one years since the Gloucestershire Centre made their first visit to a pantomime performance
at The Theatre Royal Bath and ran a rally to coincide with it. The mainstays of this annual event have
always been June and Les Ryland who ran or helped to run the rally but have always been responsible
for the block booking of the seats. Joan and Lew Davis, Ivan and Dickie Winfield and Dave and Pam
Brown have been rally officers over the years and have appreciated the loyalty and support from a large
number of people from the Gloucestershire and other centres.

The “caravan club” have been mentioned on many occasions during performances, mainly by Chris
Harris the director and Dame supreme, and they have been blamed for anything from Aladdin loosing
the lamp to a performer making his/her entry onto the stage late. Chris sent a thank you card to June
and Les in January this year thanking them for their support over the years and hoped it would continue.
However June, Les, Dave and Pam feel it as now time to retire and to pass the “baton” to the younger
members of the centre and are delighted that Claire and John Medus have taken on the task to arrange
both the booking of tickets and running of the rally in January as has been traditional.

The cost of using the Bath Marina and Caravan site has got too expensive but an alternative has been
found and booked at half the price with good facilities. The new site is only a short drive from the Park
and Ride. The determination and enthusiasm that Claire and John have shown in order that the tradition
should continue has been most gratifying to see.

The “Old Guard” once again want to thank every one for their support in all weathers — halil, rain, frost,
snow, wind and sunshine — and ask you to uphold the tradition by giving Claire and John your support in
the years to come.

Next years pantomime is Dick Whittington and bookings are already being taken for the rally and the
show so it looks as if the handover has been successful. We know that the Gloucesters will be “behind
them” all the way.

June, Les, Pam and Dave.
*Since this report was submitted June has sadly pas sed away

Hogsdown Farm Caravan Park

8th - 10th April
Rally Officers Claire & John Medus, Stephanie & Paul King

We arrived Friday afternoon to a warm welcome from our rally
officers. We were shown to our pitch by John & Paul and were left to
socialise with our friends. The site had toilet and shower facilities
and was well maintained with the odd picnic bench dotted around.
On Saturday we were informed by the R/Os of places of interest, but
chose to stay on site where the children could play in the park or on
the field. On Sunday flag was held at 11.30am with tea, coffee and
biscuits for all and sweets for the children.The weekend was
thoroughly enjoyed by all and we would like to thank John & Claire
and Paul & Steph for a great relaxing weekend. Look forward to
seeing you at the next one!

Philip, Kelly, Bryony & Emily Finch




Fosseway Farm, Morton-In-Marsh
14th - 19th April

Rally Officers: Dave & Pam Brown, Bryan & Doreen Phillips.

These pictures were submitted by Graham Bevan,

Unfortunately | have had to replace my computer and
cannot find a report for this rally, not sure if anyone sent
one in or if | have lost it however | know the sun shone
wall to wall and having been on this rally last year | am
sure it was a great success with its mix of a relaxing
weekend and boozy social partying on Saturday night.
If you did attend this rally and would like to send me a
report, | will include it in the next "towball".

Malcolm

April 21st - 25th
Rally Officers: Brenda & Malcolm Pellatt, Stephanie & Paul King

This Easter Holiday Rally had the perfect combination — lovely weather and a superb location. On
arrival on Thursday, we discovered that the Rally “Field” was a well kept area, more akin to a lawn,
with the bonus of the flight of 29 locks of the Kennet & Avon Canal right next to the site.

Thursday was a settling in day, and we had a very leisurely walk up the towpath, watching the boats
moving through the locks. Interestingly, the locks had large balancing ponds, and were a haven for
wildlife as we saw ducks, moorhens, a large heron and a pair of swans, with the female on a nest and
the male swimming around the boats trying to pursuade them to keep away!

On Friday morning we erected the Centre Party Tent where craft items were put out for the children to
work with. At 5 p.m. we all gathered at the tent for tea, coffee and hot cross buns, organised by our
Rally Officers.

On Saturday, we again took to the towpath (as did many others) and we ventured into Devizes. This
was an approx 40 minute walk following the towpath right into town, where we passed the famous
Wadworths Brewery. We’'re sure a pint of 6X was on many people’s agenda!

Devizes is an interesting market town with a good mix of shops and well worth a visit.

Saturday evening we were back in the party tent for a session of Bingo, ably called by Malcolm (Droopy
Drawers) Pellatt.



On Sunday, the children were kept busy with an easter egg hunt around the field, followed by egg &
spoon races, which were also enjoyed by the mums, dads and bus pass holders who competed. Late
afternoon it was time for the Easter Bonnet Parade which was well supported by adults and children.

At Flag on Monday, there was also a decorated hard boiled egg competition.

This was a lovely relaxing Easter rally, and the good news is that the Rally Officers have booked it
again for next Easter — see you there!

Graham & Ann Bevan



pictures: The Easter Bonnet Parade at Caen Locks
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April 28th - 2nd May
Rally Officers: John & Claire Medus, Paul & Steph King.

We arrived at the site late afternoon after a pleasantly
trouble free journey. We were greeted by our rally officers
and shown to our pitch with usual efficiency.

After setting up it was time to relax and catch up with
friends whilst the children explored the site. Friday was
the day of the Royal Wedding and the caravans looked
resplendent with bunting and flags galore. Most people
watched the ceremony and shortly after we had our very
own ‘street’ party.

Later Graham Teasdale brought out some of the sports
equipment and soon a game of volleyball was underway —
the field lending itself perfectly for sports with plenty of
space safely away from the caravans. After a BBQ dinner
we enjoyed a game of football although it all too soon
became apparent how unfit most of us grown-ups are.

On Saturday morning the children gathered for some royal
crown making which was great fun. Later we went off
exploring and found a nearby National Trust property to
look around. The weather was still being kind to us and
stayed nice for the ‘American supper’ during the evening
which was very well attended and the children paraded in
the royal crowns they had made earlier in the day.

On Sunday we headed off to explore nearby Warwick.
The town and castle were very interesting with plenty to
see and do. We made it back in time for the afternoon
childrens games which were organised again by Graham
Teasdale. The bingo during the evening was presided
over by Malcolm who is becoming an expert caller and
everyone enjoyed themselves.

Monday came round all too quickly and it was time to start
packing up and heading home. The weather stayed nice
for us all weekend. There was plenty to do both on site
and exploring locally. Thanks go to our rally officers and
helpers for a great weekend.

Gareth Bowen
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Last weekend in Buford, the weather was very wetan  d rainy, but everyone still had a great
time! The campsite was very nice with a small shop full of ice-creams and magazines, and a
lovely park and field, the toilets and shower cubic les were also hygienic. There were children
playing in the park, whilst adults sat outside with beer, wine, coffee and tea trying to dodge
the storms up ahead. Luckily, it cleared up on the Saturday for a while so we could go to the
z0o; right next door! Whilst we were looking at ani mals, reptiles and insects Roland spent
his time saving a poor dog under a caravan. And whe  n we rushed back for something to eat,
on went the BBQ. Yum! On the Sunday we obviously ha  d the Flag, well done all contest
winners, including me! I won a mystical ball in the raffle...will I win lots of money mystical
ball? Yes you will. Yay! Anyway overall the weekend was fantastic and | would love to go
back again. Thanks.

By Madison Boorman Age 13yrs.
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13th - 15th May
Rally Officers: Graham & Ann Bevan, Mike & Anne Davis

It was late afternoon when we arrived at Berry Hill after our short uneventful journey from Gloucester,
After a warm welcome from our rally officers we set about sorting ourselves out. No sooner had done
this it was time for tea / coffee and biscuits around the flag, then the old problem of what to have for
tea, we decided to fall back on that good old standby for first night - Fish & Chips so off | pop into
Coleford only two minutes away, and very nice they were too.

The weather was not brilliant but not too bad and there was plenty to do locally, we visited Perrygrove
Railway - just a few minutes drive away and clearwell Caves was close by also.

The Chef of the year competition was to be held this weekend, entries were thin on the ground and
quantity was replaced by quality and won by Jem & Marie Wilding.

Saturday evening we were to have a get together in the club house however as party time approached
thousands of kids descended on the rugby field, (I may have exaggerated a little) so it was decided
that we should abandon that idea, and instead Ann & Anne would flit from van to van and keep us
entertained with various portions of the quiz.

Sunday - Flag with refreshments and the results of the various comps including children's mask
making, very well done to all the children who took part they were all very good.

Thanks to Graham & Ann and Mike & Anne for a lovely weekend, always a pleasure to visit the Forest
of Dean.
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27th - 31st May
Weather: mixed, very windy

Once again our early arrivals were greeted with Bacon Rolls, Tea and Coffee to start a very
successful National with daytime entertainment in the arena and two very good evening entertainm-
ents in the large Marquees.

Unfortunately we didn't have any juniors for the sports teams but we did have two teams for
Petanque, Dave & Pam Brown the "A" team and Andrew & lan Seymour the "B" team, both teams
managed to reach the semi finals, so well done to them both.

Richard Seymour again saw the raising and lowering of our Centre Flag at the opening and closing
ceremony with Robyn Seabright in training?

Once again Jeanette prepared our Chairman Buffet for all to enjoy.

Next years National will be held at Eastnor Castle, Ledbury so we hope to see more support from the
Gloucestershire Centre.

Report By Jeanette Seabright
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27th - 30th May
Rally Officers: John and Claire Medus

We arrived at the rally field to find the site had been very neatly divided down the middle to accommo-
date the Caravan and Camping Club on one half and the Gloucestershire Centre Caravan Club rally
on the other.

We were met by John and Claire, the rally officers who unfortunately told us that they hadn’t received
our rally slip and deposit and we therefore weren’t booked onto the rally. Thankfully, Claire reassured
us that it wasn’t a problem and thankfully they would find room for us!

The weekend was described as ‘Free and Easy’ and that is exactly what it was. Sometimes it’s just
nice to go on a rally to relax and do your own thing. Although on Saturday night we were treated to a
small firework display by some campers in the adjoining field.

Hereford city centre was within walking distance of the rally field so there was plenty of opportunity for
some retail therapy and for those interested in history there was Hereford Cathedral.

28 vans were booked onto the rally and 26 turned up. Several different centres were represented,
Avon, South Wales, Worcestershire, Gwent to name just a few.

Due to the rain on Monday, Flag was held in the marquee at the site where a pennant was presented
to a representative of the rowing club, maybe this will allow us to rally at the site again! It was at Flag
that John volunteered me to write this report, | hope it's OK!

Karen Bury (Gwent Centre)
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Unfortunately 1 have not had any reports from Croft Farm Leisure Park (3rd - 5th June) or the
Chairmans rally at Chipping Campden (9th - 12th June) and as | am off to the Lake District for the next
two weeks | thought | had better put this edition to bed.

| was on the chairmans rally so | can report that again we had a very successful charity rally only spoilt
by a few showers on Saturday afternoon and that a substantial amount was raised toward's this years
charity, the Alzheimer's Society.

Several of our rallies have had to be cancelled, this is very disappointing for the rally officers who give
up their time to organise these rallies. Particularly disappointing was the loss of the " Family Link Up "
with very few booked in from all the centres involved, Consequently it seems unlikely that this event will
take place in future years. If you have any good ideas for interesting rallies, themed or otherwise, John
Medus would be very pleased to hear from you.

Since the last "Towball" we have sadly lost two of our very active members - Geoffrey Ford and June
Ryland - both will be greatly missed on the rally field and our deepest sympathy goes to Sheila & Les.

On a brighter note, we have some good locations & rallies coming up, as | said we are off to the Lake
District this weekend, the local rally to "Cattle Country” is one of those that has fallen foul of not
reaching the required numbers. Not so the Fairford rally which once again will be packed to the rafters
to watch the Royal International Air Tattoo, this is where you can sit outside your van and let the
displays unfold around you. This year the rally runs for a week (12th - 19th July).

The week before this (8th - 10th July) we have an invite from the Wiltshire Centre to visit the Medieval
Festival at Tewkesbury.

Plusterwine Farm Woolaston overlooking the river Severn sounds nice? then give Steve & Jackie
Davies a call, I'm sure they will be able to fit you in. You can ring them on their mobile or | have a new
land line number for them as they have recently changed it. The number is:- 0159 4844806.

I'm afraid that the rally at Long Acres, Evesham is fully booked. July 28th - 2nd August is an invitation
to South West Region Centres to Milton Abbas Sports Club for the Bi Annual Street Fayre. this is a
invite from the East Dorset Centre. Full details of all forthcoming rallies are on this website.




