TOWBALL

The Gloucestershire Centre Newsletter

June 24th - 26th
Rally Officers: Terry & Liz Holder, Alan & Pauline Barnes

The Rally opened at 10am on Friday with good weather to welcome the early birds and we had 17 vans
booked in and 16 vans turned up with a no show from a Wiltshire centre member.

A shower on Friday night cooled it down a bit and 12 adults turned up to a blowing wind on the lake on
the Saturday morning, another disappointing day for most of the competitors as this lake has such a
potential for a good weight but only three managed to weigh in with Jenny Kirkham in third place with a
few small carp for 14 ozs ,our assistant rally officer Alan Barnes in second place with a very nice eel and
again a few small carp for 1lb 150zs but the winner this year was a new name on the trophy Mr David
Bubb with a cracking 9lb carp and a few bits for a combined weight of 9lb 130zs.

Saturday afternoon was the turn of the juniors with five entrants with Danielle Wilkes catching a small
carp for one ounce, this being very memorable as this was her first ever fish and earned her third place,
in second was Josh Holder with 50zs but the winner was Erin Matty with 9ozs ,so well done Erin.

Saturday evening the ladies (Liz Holder, Pauline Barnes and Charlotte McDill ) laid on a Curry/Chilli and
a pint meal which, due to the comments and the fact that some had seconds this went down very well so
well done and thank you very much.

Due to the poor performance off the lake on Saturday and the fact that for some reason the lake
had been double booked it was decided to cancel the pairs match on Sunday morning which proved a
good decision as the couple of members that did pleasure fish had a very dismal day again.

The Rally closed at 5.0'clock and the weather was very kind and allowed everyone to leisurely pack up
and make there way home.

As this was my first attempt at running a Rally please forgive me if | made any mistakes but hopefully |
have learned from these and many thanks to my wife Liz and Alan and Pauline Barnes for their
assistance over the weekend .

Terry Holder
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i ~July 2nd - 16th
RIS Rally Officers: Ann & Graham Bevan, Anne & Mike Dav  is




Weather: Excellent mostly sunshine, with warm temperatures, when the rain came it was when we were asleep!

Rally report: It was quite a haul up the M5 & M6 to our site situated on the edge of Bassenwaite Lake at
Herdwick Croft Caravan Site not too far from Keswick & Cockermouth. There was a warm welcome from
our ralliers officers as we set up in lovely sunshine, 36 outfits due for the 1st week, duly arrived and we
were soon all chatting and catching up on our news welcoming our visitors, as we do!

Our programme for the first week included a cooked breakfast for everyone on the rally, cooked by our
illustrious Chefs - the rally officers, and they did an amazing job, not sure how many eggs, but the
cooking smelt good.

On Tuesday we visited the Jennings Brewery at Cock-
ermouth, who in 2009 were badly flooded, amazing to
see their recovery and enjoy an evening tour, which
was followed by a supper of Potato & Meat pie with
mushy peas & gravy, we were to discover that this was
one of the local "delicacies"”, Cyril loved it....along with
free flowing Jennings Beer, first made in 1828,this we
are sure was an evening to remember. For myself it
was the first time | had drank beer, and each glass got
tastier, not sure if any of our group broke the evening
record of drinking 17 pints, but it was very Moorish!.

Then it was bingo on the field with lots of winners, however the threat of rain did not allow our field
games to take place, and | guess many ralliers will not forget the rain during the night, however we could
see Skiddaw in the morning and the sun rising to give us all another glorious day.

The first closing ceremony on Friday 8th was to say goodbye to those leaving, do the raffle and see who
had won the competition, | never know how they think them up. Four winners and a draw for the prize
was won by (need to find out).

On Saturday it was opening ceremony for the newcomers and another way of having a gathering of all
the ralliers who all chatted about their experiences of the first week........

We had plenty to discover, Keswick & Cockermouth
were easy to reach on the local bus, many walked
up the hills around us, there was an Osprey View-
ing station not too far away and we could hear their
screechlng many early mornings as they looked
for the thermals to rise up in the sky over the rally
. field - quite a sight.

Over the weekend we headed for Silloch on the
Firth of Solway, with its cobbled streets.....onto Alle-
8 nby where the tradition of having an ice cream on
Sunday afternoon and walking along the sands is a

o huge tradition....we were no 29 in the queue for
ours, we were told it can be up 60/70 in the summer, however we kept the tradition up and it was lovely.
From there we visited the small port of Maryport with the sun dazzling on the sea and discovered its
history.

On Monday morning our rally officers did us all a Continental Breakfast, very unusual........ the men of
course would have liked their egg & bacon but | was delighted with mine......thank you..

With great weather continuing ( are we not lucky) Len Field very kindly took us all on an evening walk
around the local area, 30 or so walkers joined this evening stroll and we were pleased to have such a
good leader........ thank you Len.

Highlight of week 2 for most was the two hour Evening Lake Cruise on Ullswater Lake, described as
"England's most beautiful lake" with a fish & chip supper on Wednesday evening (July 13th). | cannot



think of anyone who did not have their fingers crossed for the weather and we were so blessed, the
sunset was fabulous, the supper was delicious, and for those inside the boat they were entertained by a
local singer.....it was an unbelievable trip, most of us finding it hard to believe we could have such good
weather late into the evening, we even saw one of the 2012 Olympic Yachts out practising on the water.

All to soon the holiday was drawing to a close, many wishing it could go on ........ to Graham,Ann,Mike &
Anne we have to give our sincere thank you's for the most memorable of holidays and for all your hard
work. Writing this does not seem adequate but we had the most amazing time and we feel sure we are

joined by everyone in this sentiment, who came to The Lakes. Thank you.
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July 12th - 19th
Rally Officers: Paul & Stephanie King Plus many oth  ers

I would just like to say how fantastic the Fairford rally was, we arrived Thursday morning around
11.00am & was greeted by all the rally officers & staff who were very friendly, helpful and very organised.
we were booked in & then shown to our pitch by Tom & Tony on their bikes, they were peddling
backwards and forwards all week showing people to their

spaces.

Thursday & Friday was very hot & a lot of flying practice
was going on, although we had rain on Saturday & Sunday
morning, it didn't spoil a thing. The two day tattoo show was
brilliant we thoroughly enjoyed it . As for the rally, it couldn't
have been better, through the week there were many thing
on sale, sweets & eggs etc, as well as bric-a-brac, burgers,
hotdogs & two raffles all of which the proceeds went to the
Alzheimer's charity.

Saturday evening we had Flag, which was a laugh and later we had live music by Ken Moran & Tim, they
were lovely blokes with great sense of humours, lots of people were dancing and | think all of us were



singing & tapping our feet along to the with them.

Sunday afternoon we had to make our way home unfortunately, but it really was a brilliant rally& | would
personally like to say thank you to rally officers, Paul Steph, Tom, Joan, John & staff for all their hard
work in making it so enjoyable for us, we can't wait for next years air tattoo.

Linda Loy
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July 13th - 17th
Rally Officers:- Jackie, Steve & Lauren Davis - Ber  nie & Julia King

We arrived at the rally Thursday lunch time to be greeted by Bernie and Julia with a cup of coffee and
lovely sunny weather with fantastic views of the Severn and the two Severn bridges, Steve & Jackie were
having to work poor things.

When it came to evening, the tide came in and the Bridges lit up, what more could we ask for?

Friday again was nice and sunny until the last ralliers arrived then down came the rain but it didn't stop
everyone going to Steves Party tent for nibbles and a good old NATTER.

Saturday evening we were again in Steve's tent for an American style supper and card bingo, a lovely
friendly evening.

Sunday came all too soon but as the weather was showery, Flag was held in the tent and most went
home even though the rally didn't close until 5.00pm

This was a lovely friendly rally and if we were able we would certainly go if it held another year.
Well done Steve Jackie & Lauren, Julia & Bernie.
Report by Jeanette & Keith Seabright
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Rally Officers: Mike & Anne Davis, Graham & Ann Bevan
Globe Vale Holiday Park Rally Paul & Louise Owen owners of this lovely site,




Weather: Mainly sunny - breezy with some rain .
Rally report. 35 Caravans booked in - all arrived.

Tea and coffee at opening flag on Saturday, Bacon Baps were served by rally officers for Monday
Breakfasts each week.

Six teams entered the Globe Olympix on Wednesday evening, good time was had by all.

Ploughmans supper was served on Friday evening with raffle.

A sand castle competition was organised for Wednesday of second week but tides were against us.

A games evening was arranged on the field and well supported.
Friday evening we sat in the sunshine and enjoyed a delicious cornish cream tea.

Lots of children on rally all were very well behaved, and had a great time.



The site is very maintained, large well mown pitches, with electric, toilet and shower facilities excellent, it
situated 3 miles in land from Portreath, very central for visiting St. Ives, Hayle, St. Agnes, Penzance
Marizion Land Ends, etc.

Our rally officers Mike and Graham had good practice with wasps swatting rackets, scoring every time.
A great rally enjoyed by everyone | am sure, thank you Anne & Mike -Ann & Graham.

Pam Seville

Over the August Bank Holiday Claire and John Medus held a private rally to celebrate their
marriage at, THE HUNTERS INN, Longdon. Although | was unable to attend, | hear on good
authority that it was a great success and a good time was had by all.

| am sure you will join with me in wishing them every happiness in the future and hoping they can
look forward to a long and successful marriage.

we are always looking for new and interesting rally sites and the members to run the rallies, if you
would be willing to play your part then John Medus is the man to see, he will listen to any ideas you
may have and provide you with the means and know how that makes successful rally.




