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Off to a promising start for this years charity fund
Nominated Charity 2011

The Alzheimer's Soclety

Sunday 6th February saw the launch of this years efforts for the centre to raise as much money as
possible for the Alzheimer's society in our area, and a good start it was too. A very nice two course hot
meal was presented to a ravenous contingent of members, ably prepared by Marie Wilding (head cook
& bottle washer), Anne Davis and Ann Bevan plus the many more who helped make this a success.

Mike Davis, who has also taken over the mantle of charity officer for this year from Len Pruden, urges
you all to support as many activities as you can and raise money for this very worthy cause.

February 19th 2011, the coffee morning and charity sale at Tewkesbury Town Hall. What a fantastic
result, a great effort from all who helped raise a nett profit of £718.43 toward this very worth while cause.
Mike in his role as Charity Officer has put a thank you letter on the website
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Above is just a few of the many fac

Coffee and Cakes and other things good to eat.
That's what was on offer by Marie & Jem Wilding
and Di & Steve Kalus as they refreshed the
shoppers of Tewkesbury, as well as keeping the
spirits up of the other helpers with lashing's of tea.
Toys were the order of the day as Steph King &
Claire Medus peddled their wares as they sold
children’s tricycles and various other things to keep
the little darlings amused.

Books and more Books, that was Graham
Bevans forte while Ann Bevan busied herself with
the Tombola .

Anne Dauvis sold her stock of Children's Clothing.
Jeanette and Keith Seabright sold delicious Cakes
and other Droduce and Joy Fltch did the Raffle.
Paul King go of-6 '
the Bric-a-Brac staII Whlle John Medus sold the
big issue | mean took a collection.

| know | will have forgotten someone but it is a very
big thanks to everyone for their efforts in making
this the best ever total toward this years charity.
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As we arrived on the rally field Friday afternoon, there
was our rally officers Steve & Jem with their wellies on
ready to get us onto our peg’s as the ground was wet
and sticky due to the heavy rain we had the day’s
before. It was great to get out in the van and meet up
with old friends that we had not seen since before
Christmas. Friday night some of us went to the
Travellers Inn for a few drinks and a natter whilst others
stayed in there vans and had friends round.

Saturday morning we woke up to glorious sunshine
and the rally field came alive with the smell of bacon
and sausages cooking whilst ralliers where out and
about chatting. Some went into near by Newent to
have a look around or just watch the rugby in the local
pubs .

Saturday we all went into the beautifully decorated hall
for a fantastic three course Valentines supper cooked
by Marie & Di. Fun and games followed and | have to
say a good night was had by all. Sadly the rain came
back as we were walking back to the vans and it never
really stopped. Sunday there was a football match
planned so we had to be off the rally field by 12 noon
but our rally officers was on hand as always to help
those that needed a bit of help getting off.

So much hard work goes into planning, preparing and
running rallies with socials like this,,, guys you done
FANTASTICLY!

Claire Medus
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What have we got to look forward to in the
coming month? . »

April_28th - 2nd May Heathcote Lakes. This
rally coincides with the Royal Wedding and |
know John has some things planned to celeb-
rate this, so bring along Bunting, Flags and
make this a happy occasion. All the Electric
Hook Ups have been taken but | think there is
still space on the rally. Better hurry though!

May 6th - 8th Burford Club Site. What can |
say about this? the club has only allowed us
30 pitches for this rally, plenty to do with the
Cotswold Wildlife Park just down the road this
rally is going to be full very quickly.

May 13th-15th Berry Hill R.F.C. near Coleford
This is a beautiful part of the Forest of Dean
with the spectacular views from Symonds Yat
only 5 miles away, use of the clubhouse for a
relaxing drink in the evenings, another rally
not to miss!

May 20th-22nd Tudor Caravan Park, Slimbrige
This is on the rally field of the Caravan Park,
and due to a mix up it does not coincide with
the Little Vintage Show, but there is still plenty
to see in this pretty area, including the Wild
Fowl & Wetlands Trust close by.

May 27th-31st It's National time again, but for
those who like a quieter time we make our first
visit to Hereford Rowing Club, right by the side
of the river, and very close to the city centre
for those who want to indulge in a little retail
therapy.
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Hospitals Benefit
from
Caravan Rally

A rally of the Gloucestershire Caravan Club was held on

Cox’s Meadow in Cheltenham over last weekend.

This has now become
an annual event, being
both organised and run
by the Club’s Ladies
Committee. Among the
fringe events arranged
by the committee to
coincide with the rally
was a mini fete, which
was held on Saturday
afternoon.

All proceeds from the
rally are donated to the
centre charity fund.

The total amount
raised this year was
£207, which will benefit

two local hospitals. Each
year a local hospital or
association bene-

fits from the fund raising
and this year the two
small local hospitals
chosen are Bourton-on-
the-Water Cottage
Hospital and the Dilke
Memorial Hospital, near
Cinderford.

The money will be used
to purchase equipment
for the hospitals which
they had previously
requested. In previous
years larger hospitals

had benefitted from the
fund raising, so this year
it was decided to select
two of the smaller ones in
Gloucestershire.

The charity is boosted
by other fund raising
activities throughout the
year, which normally
run from January to
December. Every mem-
ber of the club takes part
in this from the Chair-
man right down through
the ranks to the children
of members.

Liberals Oppose
Tarv (Yitv Plan

Members of Glouces-
tershire Caravan
Club at their rally in
Cox's Field last
weekend.

A fund raising rally from 1982. This clip was discovered by Graham|
Bevan. In the picture we think is Paula Jones, were you there? or|
have you any memories of past rallies you would like to share




Invitation to

The Avon Centre Dinner Dance
11th — 13th March

| have two reports from this rally, so take your pick!

Well what a FANTASTIC weekend!.

Some rallies are 0.k, most are good, and just the odd
one or two are fantastic but the dinner dance this year
really came into the latter category! The weather was
sunny with only the slightest of showers during the
night. So dressed in our Sunday best we sat down to
an excellent four course meal in the comfortable large
barn with it's open fire blazing away. The wine was
flowing and the company was in good spirit. After a
few toast’'s and a very interesting talk about the
Caravan Club’s history and it’s artifacts' we got down
to serious business of dancing the night away to the
fantastic live sounds of VIVO. If you have never seen
them, this professional three-piece band had
everyone on the dance floor and ended the night to a
standing ovation. | understand they can be found
sometime in August in a Marquee somewhere in
Gloucestershire!!l, but that’s another story!

Feeling a little stiff from all that dancing, flag was
taken in the sun, and the Gloucester’s had there own
little party after to celebrate Dave Brown’s 75th
birthday with a cake, then sadly it was time to say our
goodbyes.

The only sad part of the weekend for me was that
there were just 12 Gloucestershire Centre members
there to have such a good time. When you think we
have around 800 members,,,, that means around 788
of you missed out on one of the best weekends ever.

My tip, book early next year!

John Medus
Hon Rally Secretary

DINNER DANCE 2011

The annual dinner dance was held at
cattle country Berkeley, less numbers than
expected, 64. 12 of which were Gloucest-
ers, 30 vans booked in and 30 arrived.
The weather was kinder than expected.
The food was delicious, the company
great, and the band VIVO fantastic, I've
not seen so many dancing for a very long
time, the floor was full. | think Steve & DI
were on their feet all night.

Sue Southwell was guest speaker and
gave a very interesting talk on the caravan
club collection at Beaulieu, anyone with
any photos memorabilia etc, please let
myself or Di know and we will liaise with
Sue. | do hope we can do it all again
next year with perhaps higher numbers.

Flag on Sunday morning was slightly
different to normal, Di produced a
chocolate cake which she had made over
night ! The * Gloucesters’ then went to
Steve & DI'S caravan for coffee & cake to
celebrate Dave Browns 75 birthday.

Paul. (Vice Chairman)

Below: A few pictures from the Dinner Dance
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Right: Cyril and Joy
Fitch are presented
with their plague for
completing 700 rallies
(time fly's when your
enjoying yourself!)
while, far right Dayna
Willoughby receives
the Marge & George
Burrett Shield, which is
awarded to a teenager
from the centre whose
achievements have
been outstanding,

March 18th - 20th
Rally officers: Nicky and Merv Watkins, Bev and Brian Duffy
Weather- Sunny and dry, with a slight chill

We always look forward to the Cirencester rally as
we feel it marks the start of the rally season and
that can be seen as the wardens make their
preparations to take the site out of its winter
hibernation.

We arrived on the Friday to be greeted by Brian,
Bev, Will, Alice & Mrs Watkins all dressed in their
PJ’s and wild colour wigs on their heads, all in the
spirit of Red nose day.

Mervin showed us to our pitch dressed in a glitter
wig, short dress and what looked like a pair of hairy
chicken legs. He almost fell of his bike twice whilst
trying to flirt with the chaps.

The weekend was packed with activity, which
started with a treasure hunt round Cirencester and
every where you looked there were groups of
caravaners holding pieces of paper, searching. In
the afternoon we had a charity tea and loads of
cakes, with all the proceeds going to Comic relief.
Rounded off with various lawn games supervised
by Mervin as he had brought the large Jenga
game.

It was a great weekend with a lovely atmosphere
created by the rally officers and as a mark of the
popularity of the rally, over 70 vans were booked
and turned up for the event.

Mark Gilchrist




Hampstall Inn

Astley Burf. 25th - 27th March
Rally Officers:- John & Claire Medus, Paul & Steph King

Friday was a really hot sunny day but due to
work we had to miss out and didn't get to the
rally until 8.00 p.m. We were met by our rally
officers who were very friendly & welcoming.
we were parked right by the side of the river.

Saturday was overcast but not too cold,
Stourport was only a few miles down the road
where there was a fair, a few shops and a
huge park and lovely walks along the river.

Saturday evening we all met in the pub for a
meal which was lovely, it was nice to get to
know people better, we made some nice
friends. We had live music, well!!, | say live,
the gentleman was knocking on in years &
missing his hair & some teeth but he was good
at keeping us entertained, there was a lot of
laughing, singing and even some dancing as
the evening went on.

Sunday, Flag was at 12.00 noon, we were
provided with tea and biscuits & once again a
laugh with & at each other . Afterwards we
made our way slowly home. All in all a very
enjoyable weekend. Thank you everyone, we
are looking forward to our next rally.



