
Minchinhampton
16th -18th October

RALLY OFFICERS :- Di & Steve Kalus

Report by  John Robertson

   Arrived on site o.k. although i understand a few members had a tour
of  the common. After filling up with water and being surrounded by
chickens, Steve showed us to a front row pitch with an uninter-
rupted view across the valley to Gatcombe Park. The view can only
be described as stunning in the sunshine. Di and Steve had ar-
ranged for sunshine, moon, stars, hot air balloons and gliders.

   The temperature dropped and the stars came out to a clear night on
Friday, and with no light pollution the show was fantastic.

   Saturday morning the sun once again graced us and soon warmed
the air  we then had our own flight of balloons go by. The last of the
vans arrived giving us a total of fourteen. A party of Ralliers visited
the ice cream factory (thanks to Tracy and Graham, we had to
consume half our tub of Rum & Raisin to fit it in the freezer). After
lunch there was an organised walk around the town and common. it
was great to see so many families attend, Paul, Averil (Mrs Paul)
and Robyn had already completed a walk of their own, but set out
again with the rest of us. The children had great fun with the walking
treasure hunt not just  looking for answers but collecting various
items (Rhubarb). Tea and cakes on return was more than welcome.

   Sunday once again a bright day. Flag was taken for the first time as
Chairman by Mike Davis with the usual banter. Look out for some
upside down raffle  tickets though,  they can confuse Rally Officers!

   All in all a rally that was sadly missed by a lot of  the membership.
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Drybrook - Forest Of Dean
October 30th - November 1st

RALLY OFFICERS Mike & Anne Davis, Derek & Ruby Edmonds

  We arrived around mid-day in the glorious October sunshine to find this very
pleasant rally field at Greenway Farm Camping  & Caravanning Site. A lovely
site with a cafe,toilets,showers and even Electric hook-up (much to our
boys delight as they could have the TV!! Yay!).We were welcomed by
our Rally Officers Mike & Anne, and Derek & Ruby and shown to our
nice level pitch.
  Saturday was a nice relaxing affair - we sat outside, having tea &
cakes with our friends, watching the children play 'tag' on the field, and
even visited the local caravan sales centre near Lydney and dreamed
of our 'next van' - as you do!  In the evening, as it was Halloween, the
children dressed up and 'trick or treated the vans - very exciting! We
think our boys ended up with 28 treats each!!! We then all went to the
social arranged by the Rally Officers - a quiz evening, with sausage
and bacon baps to boot! Needless to say, we weren't quite the
winners.....OK, we were 2nd to last, but still had fun! Whilst the adults
tried their best in the quiz, the Children enjoyed Halloween craft activi-
ties kindly arranged by Tracy Teasdale. All in all a great evening.
   Overnight the heavens opened - and i mean really opened!!! We
were SO thankful we no longer own a tent, put it that way!!! Having said
that, it was amusing to see Graham Teasdale trudging across the field
in the pouring rain on Sunday morning - their toilet needed emptying!!!!
Shame! at least the rain stopped for FLAG at 11am.
   As the cafe was serving a fabulous Sunday lunch, many of us took
advantage of this - Yum Yum!
   What a great rally - our eldest, Tom said 'this was the 2nd best rally
I've ever been on' and he's done 10 this year! That can't be bad!

  THANKS EVERYONE - SEE YOU SOON!
Julia & Gareth Bowen, Thomas & Joseph.

Question.Why are married women heavier than Single Women

Answer.  Single  Women, come home, see what's in the fridge and go
to bed

Married Women,come home,see what's in the bed and go to the
fridge!
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Editors Comments

  welcome everyone to the Autumn edition of
"Tow Ball"

   as you are probably aware this will be my
first effort at editing the club news sheet, so
any help and ideas would be much appreci-
ated. Any comments, items for sale or for any
other reason you can reach me at
m.pellatt@blueyonder.co.uk

  Well the main caravaning season has come
to an end for this year,although for the hardy
there are some very nice venues beckoning
including Speech house 18th - 20th Decem-
ber,  the two New Year parties at Burford &
Norton and I believe places are still available
on the Pantomime rally at Bath 8th - 10th
January (oh yes there is) although it may be
too late to get tickets for the pantomime.

   Looking back over the year I can only
remember the good times,although I am sure
there may have been some trying times along
the way. I personally vacated to Teigngrace
where the sun shone for the whole of the time
we were there (Adrian must have said his
prayers).Hopefully the sun will shine on all of
us next year as we have some cracking
weekend and holiday rallies lined up



  Stratford upon Avon
14th - 17th August

RALLY OFFICERS:- Jeanette and Keith Seabright

                                       Angie and Chris Davies.

The weather was bright sunshine but windy at times (no rain).

                       

This was a very nice site close to Stratford and next door to a super

Garden Centre.

    Chris had set us a competition with a crossword relating to caravans

and their accessories and this kept Ian and I occupied for all of Friday

and most of Saturday and everyone seemed to enjoy having a go at it.

   There was a reasonable amount of children on the rally including a

three month old baby boy named Toby and it was nice to see them out

playing football and cricket with their Dads and even kite flying in the

next field.

   On Saturday evening a Chinese Raffle was held followed by a

delicious super of chilli (plain for the faint hearted) and crusty bread and

then cheesecake and coffee. There was then a single game of bingo

and all this for the cost of £2 which was very good value for money . Well

done to Jeanette and Angie.

   We would like to express our thanks to everyone for a lovely weekend 

                                          Gill And Ian Matthews

For Sale
930cm. Bradcot Classic awning with bedroom
annexe, Easy Aluminium frame £200

         Phone Michelle 01242 225754
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Sharpness
18th - 20th September

    RALLY OFFICERS:- Graham and Molly Freeman

                                           Terry and Pat Edmonds

     The weather was warm and sunny,excellent  for September

   This has been our third visit to this site at Sharpness and I think each
time we have enjoyed it more, if you have never been then give it a try,
there are walks by the canal and river not forgetting the Marina with all its
boats, and of course the Dockers Club for your drinks and meals
   What can I say about the rally officers except we were greeted in their
friendly manner and asked which side we would like to site, Molly and
Pat took us for a dockland walk on Saturday morning and in the evening
a great time was had with Rich Holland entertaining us at the club.
Thanks to Graham Bevan for arranging this at the last minute.
   Saturday afternoon the chef of the year / Lionel and Flo Rust cooking
competition took place, winners being Marie and Jem with Keith and
myself a close second, I understand it was because we forgot to cook
the pineapple with the Gammon. well we can't remember everything at
our age.
   To sum up this rally, a great weekend.
   Thanks to Molly and Graham, Pat and Terry. Looking forward to our
next visit 

Jeanette & Keith      
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Gloucester / Avon centre Dinner Dance
Saturday 20th March 2010

at

The Barn Function Centre, Berkley.
(cattle country to you and me)

Dress Lounge Suits               6.30 for 7.00 pm                               £28.50



Foy - Nr Ross On Wye
21st - 23rd August

RALLY OFFICERS :- Brian, Bev,Alice and Will Duffy,

Mervyn, Nicky, Emily and Matt Watkins with Bailey.

    Weather : Fair

    The rally officers asked me to write a bad report, so they would not
have to run any more rallies......So here goes.

                       FIVE BAD THINGS ABOUT THE RALLY

   1) Had to work a full day on Friday,so did not arrive until The Evening

   2) It was only a weekend rally,so not long enough.

  3)Had to leave straight after lunch on Sunday so Robyn could go to a
party.

  4) Did not win the competition.

  5) There is no number five!

Joking aside,the rally was well attended with over 30 outfits and it would
appear everyone had a good time.

   we ventured into Ross on Saturday morning after a very lazy lie in, until
just after 10.00am . I am told the tractors started going along the lane
with their trailer loads of spuds at 6.00am (and continued throughout the
day) but they never woke us up!

   In the afternoon there was a get  together with a few fun activities laid
on and a fair number of people joined in. We had to go back to Chelten-
ham for a prior engagement.

   In the evening a 'Cheese and Cider' super was laid on followed by
'Card Bingo'.I am not going to tell you how good these are because if you
have never attended one laid on by these two families,tough, you don't
know what you are missing.

    Sunday saw flag at 11.30am, weather just about  held, and the normal
announcements,competitions and raffle pursued.

Thank you rally officers ....You're the BEST!

                                    Paul, Avril & Robyn

Teigngrace Holiday Rally
4th - 14th September

RALLY OFFICERS:- Rosemary & Adrian, Sue & Dave

   We arrived on Friday lunch time, the sun was shinning and we were
welcomed by our rally officers, set up the awning and enjoyed the sun.

   Saturday evening - opening flag, tea and biscuits and a run through
the weeks program or not as the case may be (we blame Adrian for any
double booking of the hall because as you know Rose is faultless...).

   Tuesday was Widecome Fair
for those of us that went.  An-
other beautiful day and such a
friendly atmosphere but not as
busy as past years.

Wednesday - cream tea from
Dawlish, absolutely first class,

followed by a Quiz which I'm
sure we almost won ( Anne and
Graham Bevan won ONLY be-
cause they had help from some
visitors).

   Thursday - the walk along the sea wall at Dawlish. On arrival at the sea
front you could see the waves crashing several feet high over the sea
wall. The tide was in but did this put Adrian off? oh no, just as if he had
planned it he found a route around the wall along the road for part of the
way. This included a very steep climb up and down some steps. But on
the return journey one or two thought they could dodge the waves - Ha
Ha we didn't get wet Pam & Dave and co did we?

   Thursday evening - closing Flag and Worral Bingo as you have never
seen it done before and at last after years of trying the right person won
(Di Kalus).

   Friday was time for us to leave although the rally ran till Monday. We
left with the ralliers playing Cornish skittles in the Sunset what a sight!

   Thanks to Rose, Adrian, Sue & Dave Great team Great venue

                                            Di & Steve Kalus

134
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Kilkenny,Nr Andoversford
31st July - 2nd August

RALLY OFFICERS:-John & Claire Medus

Jenny & Stuart Kirkam

  Friday vans arriving from noon onwards to sunshine and showers but a
warm  welcome from our rally officers, tea and biscuits and a chat  in a
party tent followed by the navigation test.
  Saturday Morning marshals Len, Paul & Aide Marked out the tracks for
the manoeuvring competitions in the rain.
  Saturday afternoon 2.00pm the track tests got under way, all competi-
tors (eight) completed course A alright but owing to the course  cutting
up the order was reversed for course B.
  The results were as follows:-

Saturday evening fun & games in marquee, Card Bingo and proper Bingo (and I
won), followed by an excellent BBQ as much as you could eat enjoyed by all.
Sunday Flag at noon, cups for manoeuvring tests
overall winner ,  The navigation trophy and the overall winner trophy went to
Steve Davis. Other trophies were won by Stuart Kirkham and Alan Barnes.
  WELL DONE!  rally officers do it again ,very enjoyable.
                                                      Len Pruden

Ladies
           1st     Claire Medus   5mins   3secs
           2nd   Donna  Matty    6mins  3secs
            3rd   Jenny Kirkham   sun dial not working no sun + 4 faults

Gentleman
          1st   Stuart  Kirkham   2mins  14  secs
          2nd   Steve Davis        2mins   42secs
          3rd   Alan  Barnes       2mins   44secs
                    Mike  Bruton       3mins   57secs
                    Rob  Matty          4mins    24secs

     5
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Tomato & Basil Soup

Chicken Liver & Bacon Pate & Home made Chutney

Prawn  Apple & celery entwined in a Rosemary Sauce

�
���������
Roast Topside of Beef, set in Yorkshire Pudding

with an Onion & Red Wine Jus

Roast Leg of Pork with Stuffed Apple Rings

& Calvados Sauce

Pan Fried Salmon Supreme 

with a Lemon& Coriander Sauce
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Courgette,Mushroom& Tomato Choux Pie

�������
Brandy Snap Basket Filled with Fresh Fruit Salad

and Vanilla Ice Cream

Citrus Tart

Profiteroles & Chocolate Sauce

Coffee & Mint Crisp
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This is a Dinner Dance

with the Avon Centre
on 20th March 2010

Please Support us

If you can

(a bit of a do)

Piccadilly C.P Laycock
9th - 13th October

RALLY OFFICERS Susan & David Finch, 
Rosie & Adrian Worrall

Weather - Sunny periods/Showers

  We Arrived at Piccadilly campsite and were met with a warm welcome from
the rally officers who directed us to our serviced pitch on a well - maintained
site with good facilities. Friday evening was spent meeting up with old and
new friends. Saturday was a free and easy day to wander around the beautiful
unspoilt village of Laycock. The National Trust owned village dates back to
the 16th century,  its cottages, shop's and Abbey have been in many film
settings and TV period drama's.
  A walking treasure hunt was organised by the rally officers around the village
over the weekend. On Saturday evening a social was organised in the
'George Inn', With a very informative talk given by the landlord about the pubs
history,followed by a short quiz and a very enjoyable meal. a rallier playing his
accordian provided entertainment which we all enjoyed. The rest of this 4 day
rally was free to enjoy the local towns of Chippenham, Melksham and other
local attractions

Claire & John Medus
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Moreton Agricultural Show
4th - 8th September

Report by Gerry Pascall

   We arrived Friday afternoon to be greeted by a long lush velvet carpet
of green grass, not as we left it 12 months a thick sticky squelching mud
  What a great sight and site,Jeanette, Keith, Joan and Mick waiting to
welcome us and within 5 minutes we were holding piping hot mugs of tea.
Weather looking great for tomorrow.
  We were up early for Joan and Mick's grandchildren to arrive from
Cheltenham for the day at the show, Max and Leo (see pictures)
what a great day we all had. (all slept well that night).
   Sunday - Flag at 11am was kindly taken by June Ryland,
this was a Flag with a difference, we had 12 vans that
didn't make it so the prizes for the raffle were in great
abundance, I think everyone got a prize. The competition
had been well thought out by Joan and Mick and won by a
member from Upper Thames.
   As we were sitting around chatting drinking our tea and
coffee, nibbling our biscuits, 3 Chinese girl students ap-
peared,  looking around the caravans and wondering what we were all
doing. They have been studying at Leeds University for a year and were
going home to China in October. After group photo's (which Len REALLY
enjoyed) and writing their names down for us

they sadly had to leave. We all chatted some more then finished off with a
game of Jenga.
   Monday afternoon was a boules competition, great fun and won by my
wife! We all enjoyed a barbecue, meats cooked by our rally officers, it
was a shame so few vans attended, 8 cancelled, 4 never turned up but

the 6 Gloucesters,2 Upper
Thames,1 East Warwick and 1 Lin-
coln all had a really good time.
I am sure we would like to thank Mr
T.M.Gaden for the use of his field
especially those of us who where
there last year and because of the
appalling weather and cancellation
of the show he generously gave us
2 free nights.

Moreton Agricultural Show
4th - 8th September

RALLY OFFICERS:- Jeanette & keith Seabright

Mick & Joan Puffett

  We arrived around 6.30.pm to be welcomed by Jeanette and Keith
looking quite disgusted as there were only  eight  ralliers and two rally
officers on site,of  which only four were Gloucester members the others
were visitors, there had been twenty two outfits booked in.
  We had to go home as Slim had to work
early on Saturday morning,we came back
early afternoon on Saturday, (we have to
work  to help pay for the retired members
pensions). 
  Weather was great .Every one did their
own thing Saturday night.
  Sunday the papers were delivered by Joan,
Flag was at 11.00am, we started off with tea
and coffee, Slim said "remember the bis-
cuits", then three  chinese ladies visited us,
they were interested in the Caravans and
what we were doing, they stayed for about
an hour.
  We really feel for Jeanette, Keith, Joan &
Mick for all the hard work they put in, we
would like to say a big THANK YOU from every one who was on this rally
                                   Slim & Margaret Lockhart

CONUNDRUM
Three Friends set off in their caravans for the weekend, they arrive at a nice site
and ask the assistant warden if he has space for them,he has and charges them £10
each.
When the warden gets back he tells his assistant as they were a party  they should
have received a special deal of £25 for the three and so him gives him five pounds
to return to the caravaners. On the way the assistant thinks it's not easy to split £5
between 3 so he gives them each £1 and put the other £2 in his pocket.
That means each caravaner have paid £9 each. Three xnine = 27 + the £2 the
assistant put in his pocket makes £29.

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE OTHER £1



Bristol Balloon Festival
Invite from the Avon Centre

6th - 9th August

  Although this was not a Gloucestershire Rally, I thought many of you
might be interested for future reference.
As I recall  the weather was wonderful for the whole of the weekend , we
arrived on the Thursday numbers were restricted because of the work
being carried out at the school, this did not affect us although we did
have to go the long way around to the festival site. Off we go intent on
watching the" night glow", Several events were held before this, can't
remember them all memory not what it was! I do remember model
Balloonist's (don't know if that's the right word) exhibiting their remote
controlled miniatures.
   Up at 6.30am the next morning to watch the Dawn Chorus of balloons
ascend, we could watch all this from the rally field as well as the
fireworks in the evening.

Just a selection of pictures, memories of a very en joyable weekend

The Wessex Rally 
27th  - 30th August 2010

Yes it's here again  doesn't time fly when your enjoying yourself?

   It is two years since I attended my first Wessex Rally and boy what an
eye opener that was, I did not know anyone could have as much fun
with the light on. Although the Gloucester Centre did not win, O.K we
were very worthy also ran's but   had A lot of fun trying, I think most of
you will have seen the film of the Panto Mike & Co produced.  With
the walking pageant and the illuminated window  displays there was
plenty everyone could get  involved with if they so wished.

   I know Mike, Graham and the rest of the organisers are looking for
ideas and help with next years efforts  and  will be glad to see as
many ralliers as possible from our centre to cheer them on,I assure
you it's a great weekend.

Here is a couple of yet unpublished gems from 2008
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Notgrove Cricket Club
Harvest rally 25th - 27th September

RALLY OFFICERS Jeanette & Keith Seabright,

Avril & Paul Seabright

   We left Cheltenham on a lovely sunny summers afternoon and
drove the short distance through the beautiful Cotswold countryside
to the picturesque village of Notgrove and the immaculately cut field
of Notgrove Cricket Club,to a warm welcome from the rally officers
Jeanette & Keith and Avril & Paul Seabright.

   After putting our legs down and our feet up we met many friends.
Friday evening was enjoyable, with people cooking on their barbecue
and having the odd drink or two in the sun. Saturday morning the
weather  again was  gorgeous and the rally field was a hive of activity
with ralliers young and old collecting sticks, twigs, leaves and small
branches from around the field to decorate their windows for the
Harvest Window competition. The displays  were wonderful and with
the amount of work that went into creating them, they should have all
been winners!  There was the Cotswold fair at Stow- on- the Wold
over the weekend with many people in period costume and re -
enactments of battles and demonstrations of weapons along with
stalls and street entertainment.

  Saturday evening the rally officers laid out a traditional social,
catering for 53 ralliers in Notgrove village hall with a three course
meal starting with hot soup, a ploughman's lunch and pudding to
follow. With music and games for all ages provided by Andrew
Seymour and with a very cheap bar, a good time was had by all.

   On Sunday morning a short walk around Notgrove Village was
arranged before flag completed a very enjoyable weekend in the
sunshine at a new venue in a beautiful part of the Cotswolds.

Claire & John Medus

Some Of The Decorated Windows
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